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T aconference held with the Six Nations at Johnfon-hall, May 
the 2d, 1765, 
P 


RecEe Sve Eee Neel, 

Sir William Johnfon, Baronet, the King’s Superintendant of Indian 
Affairs, John Johnfon, Efqg; Mr. Arthur, Mr. Kirtland, Mr. 
Kreifer, Daniel Claufe and Guy Johnfon, Efquires, Deputy Agents, 
Butler, Parthuis, Monteur, interpreters to the Crown. 

Sir William addrefled the Six Nations as follows: 
BRETHREN, 
I AM now to {peak to you on fome affairs which greatly concern us 
“both, and I expeét you will give me your attention, and acta becoming 
part upon, the occafion. 

You know the treacherous and cruel part aéted by fome of your people 
at Logftown and about the Ohio two years ago; you then plundered 
numbers of the traders, who were fupplying you with goods; fome of 
them you have promifed to proteét and fave their effeéts, but you did 
not keep your words; feveral of thefe unhappy fufferers are thereby 

_ reduced to great neceflity, fome of whom are thrown into jail, becaufe 
they could not pay their debts» This has induced them to apply to me, 
and to defire I would lay before you their diftrefles, that you might grve 

them a tradi of land to compenfate in fome meafure for their great loffes. 1 

need not tell you how incumbent it is upon you to agree to their defire, 

as you muft all be fenfible they were ruined by fome of your people in 

a time of peace, and when they were fupplying your neceffities: This 

conduct is fufficient to make the traders very fhy of going towards your 

country; and therefore I think it indifpenfably your intereit to grant 
their requeft, which, though it will be but a finall recompenfe, will, how- 
ever, fhew the world that you repent of what is palt, and like honett 
men, are defirous of making fome reftitution for the damages you have 
committed. I expeét you will, without delay, give me an an{wer, and 

I with it may bea favourable one, as it will be for your own credit. 

% BRETHREN, 

THE next thing I am to take notice of, is at the defire of the Gezeral, 
who commands all the army in this country. He has reprefented to me 
the neceflity there is for the troops to have gardens and corn about the 
forts; and although it is the cuftom in all other places, that all the 
ground within cannon-fhot fhall belong to the fort, he has yet fuch a regard 
for you, that he would zot make any ufe of it without you were firft made 
acquainted, and approved of it. This is an inftance of fo much goodnefs 
and condefcenfion, that Texpe& you will not hefitaté a moment to give 
up the ground within cannon fhot round ali the forts, for the ufe of the 
King’s army; and I know you will the readier do that, as fuch ground 
fo near a fort can be of no ufe to you, as it is only intended for the 
fervice of the garrifon; but as the garrifon of Fort Pitt is larger than the 


reft, and a great way from our fettlements, F have no doubt but you will 


give up a larger quantity of ground there for the ule of the foldiers. And 
if you agree to this, 
more friendly light than formerly; fo that I expeét a fpeedy and agree- 
able anfwer. 
BRETHREN, 
THE laft, but moft important affair I have at this time to mention, is 
with regard to the fettling a boundary between you and the Englifa. 1 dent 
_a meffage te fome of your nations fome time ago, to acquaint you that 
I thould confer with you at this meeting upon it. The King, whofe 
generofity and forgivenefs you have already experienced, being very 
defirens to put a final end to difputes between bis people and you, concerning 


_ deliberated on it ever fince. 


Tam perfauded, they will look upon you in.a much - 


lands, and to do you ftri& juftice, has fallen upon the plan of a boundary 
between our provinces and the Indians (which no white man fhall dare 
to invade) as the beft and fureft method of ending fuch like difputes 
and fecuring your property to you beyond a pouibility of difturbance. This 
will, I hope, appear to you fo reafonable, and fo jult, on the part of the 
King, and fo advantageous to you and your potterity, that I can have 
no doubt of your cheerfully joining with me in fettling fuch a divifion 
line as will be beft for the advantage of both the white men and the In- 
dians, and as fhall beft agree with the extent and increafe of each pro- 
vince, ‘and the Governours, whom I fhall confult upon that occafion, fo 
foon as I am fully empowered; but, in the mean time, I am defirous to 
know in what manner you avould choofe to extend it, and what you will 
agree heartily to, and abide by, in general terms. At the fame time I 
am to acquaint you, that whenever the whol€ 1s fettled, and that it fhall 
appear you have fo far confulted the increafing ftate of cur people, as to 
make any convenient ceffions of ground, where it is moft ‘wanted, that thea 

ou will receive a confiderable prefent in return for your friendfhip. 
On the 3d of May, the Six Nations, by the Onondaga Speaker made the 

Sollowing anfwer. 

BroTHER WARRAGHIYAGEY. [Sir William fobufonx's Indian name. ] 

_WE have heard all you faid to us yelteiday, and we give you many 
thanks tor your advice and direétions te us, which we fhall take due 
notice of. : 

As we are willing to fhew our good difpofition by our a&tions, we 
fhall come into every thing you propofe, that is reafonable, and we hope 
it will render us more regaided by the Englifh. ‘Thefe are ferious articles 
and we fhall confult both fachems and warriors about them, and by fsMaiies 
row be able to anfwer you upon them 3. butwith regard to what you fpoke 
tous about the King’s defire} that we shouldagree about a line between us 
and the Englifh, we mult defire to Know of you how you intended the 
line fhould go, and how far. ; 

Sir Wiliam anfwered, 
BRETHREN, 

I THANK you for taking what I faid into ferious confideration. 
With regard to what you defire to know concerning the line, if one 
fachem from each nation attends early to-morrow morning, I fhgll 
{peak farther upon that fubjeét. 
On the 4th of May, the Onondaga Speaker addrejed Sir William as 
Sollowss : 
BrotTuer, au ; 

WE yelterday opened our ears to what you faid to us, and we have 

We now beg you will open your ears, and 
hearken to what we have to fay in an{wer to it. e 
Gave three firings. 

Brotruery, ; fait: 

WE have heard what you told us, concerning the intentions of the 
great King, about a line between us and the Englifh, and-we have con- 
fidered that fuch a thing will be very neceflary, provided the white people 
will abide by it. : : 4 

BROTHER, 

THE chief caufe of all the late wars was about lands, We faw the 
Englifh coming towards us from all parts, and they have cheated us fo 
often, that we could not think well of it. We were afraid that ina 
little time you would be at our very caftles; for this reafon we thank the 
great King for his good intentions, and we hope he will make his people 
keep within bounds, which they have not yet done: We therefore agree, 





[3 ] 


farther into confideration, becaufe we are willing to thew our good dif- 
pofition. We hope our behaviour on this occafion will have a proper effeét 
upon the great King, and induce him to hearken to our complaints. We 
do not doubt but you have done what you could for us, and we wifh ait 
may be taken notice of; otherwife we muft think ourfelves greatly wrong- 


that a boundary foall be made between us, and that it thall run from Fort 

Edward slong to the Mohawk’s caftle, and from thence along the great 

mountain to Harris's ferry, on the river Safquehanna, agreeable to what 

we have drawn here, on a piece of bark. A Belt. 
BrorTuHerR, 

WE have told you our minds; if it does not pleafe you, it is none of 
our faults. We were always ready do give, but the Englith do not deal 
fairly with us; they are more cunning than we are; they get our names 
upon paper very faft, and we often do not know what it is for. We 
would do more to pleafe the King, but it is hardiy in evr power, and 
fome of us do not like it, becaufe we are fo often impofed upon; one of 
our nations is going to be cheated out of almoft all the land between the 
Mohawk and the Big river, by people at Albany, to whom they never 
sublickly made any fach grant, nor never received any thing for it. We 
fpoke to you once before about it, and here are their chiefs now, who 
fay, that fince they frt heard of it, they were promifed juftice by the 

 feveral Governours at Albany long ago. They have likewife fpoke to 
you on fwelve different belts, and begged that you would get juitice for 
them, but it is not done; they fent a belt over to the King about it, but 
they have not yet had any fatisfaction. 
BROTHER, 

YOU fee how it is with us; if the Englith would be more hone#, we 
thould be more generous, and there would be peace all through the land ; 
out it is hard, that one of our nations, that live fo near you *, and hase 
faffered fo much on your account, fhould be fo greatly wronged. This 
makes us apprehenfive, that the Englith will foon ftreteh their arm over 
our lands: We beg then, that you will fend our belts to the King, and 
tell him how it is with us, and that we hope he will fet usa good example, 
and give the Mohawks their land foon, before we fettle any other mat- 
ters; for our necks have been long ftretched out to hear from him, and 
it we do not hear foon, fome of our young pzople’s heads will begin to 

“urn, and they will not regard what we fay about peace; they will tell 

us it is not true, for if it was, our confederacy would obtain jultice when 

ckey applied for it. A Beit. 
BrRovHer, ‘ 

WE have finifhed what we had to fay for the prefent, and we hope you 
will anfwer us to-morrow upon it, at which time we fhall fpeak to you 
-on the other matters. 

Ox May the 5th Sir William addreffed the Indians iz the following manuer. 
BRETHREN, 

YOUR fpeech yefterday much furprifed me; you appeared defirous to 
feta boundary between the Englifh and you, and fenifible of the advantage 
of it; at the fame time, you have deftribed a boundary which is ridicu- 
lous, and which fhews me, you do not mean what you fay, and are not 
defirous to purfue what has been recommended to you: neither does it 
proceed from your ignorance; for you convinced me yeftercay by the 
remarks you made on the great map, that you are weil acquainted with 
the whole country, and the fituation of all the places on the frontiers. 
Notwithftandine which you have, in your boundary, cut off a large tract 
of country, which you all knew has been long jince purchajed and fettled. 
The land is patented 100 miles beyond Fort Edward, and a greai diftance 
beyond the Mohawks Cajfile, and the line you make from thence to 
Harris's ferry, inftead of adding to, cuts off feveral towns and fettlements, 
particularly m Pennjyluaniz, which you know has been fairly purchafed 
and allowed of by you, and to which you can make no claim, and you have 
taken no notice of the other governments. The affair of the Mohawks is 
of old ftanding, and I have never negleéted it: I can prove by papers I 
have here, that I Jaid it before Gevernour Clinton nfteen years ago, and 
that at the grand Cengrefs at Albany, in 1754, Idid what I could for 
the Mohawks, who were promifed to have the matter ftrictly examined 
into: ‘There is a patent forit, and it is not an eafy matter to break it. 
‘fhe Mohawks have given me infinite trouble about it, ever fince the 
report that it was to he furveyed; it has notas yet affected their hunting, 
as it has never been furveyed or fettled; and I have tated their complaints 
and doubt not but they will be redrefed That is the only Jarge tract 
which at prefent concerns them, and therefore I am forry to find, you 
fhould make it any obje&tion to the good work which the King recom- 

-mends. ‘Thefe things require much time with white people; I have often 
recommended patience to them, and J with they would Pilon my advice, 
and not interrupt a bufinefs which is of fo great importance. I wanted 
only at prefent to know your general fentiments upon this fubjeét, and 
I with they had been more favourable, becaufe it would have been as 
much for your intereft, as that of the Fnglifh. 

To which the Six Nations then anfwered, 
BrovuER, 

WE have heard you “vith attention, ard we are much obliged to you 
for thev.ing us what is beft for our intereft, We dhall therefore take st 

* The Mohawns, 





ed, and our minds cannot beat peace. ‘To-morrow we fhall anfwer you 
more particularly and to your fatisfaétion. , 
Then ‘Thomas King [a chief of the Six Nations] addreffed the feveral 
nations as follows: 
BRETHREN, 

I would with you all to enter with cheerfulnefs into the bufinefs your 
brother Warraghiyagey has recommended to you, and do it from your 
hearts. Let us follow the example of our anceftors, whofe bones are now 
turned into duft; they were wife men, and took care of every thing that 
concerned peace: let us do the fame, and let us make a line for the benefit 
of our children; that they may have lands which cannot be taken 
from them; and let us, in doing that, fhew the King that we are generous, 
and that we will grant him land enough for his people. Then he will 
regard us, and take better care that his people do not cheat us. 

On the 6th of May, after the feveral nations were affembled, the Onondaga 
Jpeaker addrefed Sir William, as follows: 
BROTHER, 

WE are now aflembled to anfwer what you faid to us yefterday, re- 
garding the boundary line, concerning which we have not given you 
{atisfaétion. We hope we ‘hall not pleafe you better, and we beg you 
will attend to our anf{wer, and pardon our miftakes and the manner of 
our expreffion, as we have always been accuftomed to {peak our thoughts 
freely, the rather as we heard from the French, that you had defigns upon 


us, and we heard from you, that they had the fame, but of late we find 
you both bad the like motives. ; 

At length we have agreed together for ourfelves, our wives and chil- 
dren, to make a ceffion to the King, of the lands we fhall now defcribe, 
beginning at Owegy, on the eait branch of Safquehanna, thence down 
the eaft fide of the river to Shamokin (or Fort Augufta) and running up 
the weft branch of Safquehanna, on the fouth fide thereof, and from 
thence to Kittaning, or Odigo on the Ohio, thence along and down the 
Ohio to the Cherokee river, and up the fame to its head, on this fide; 
upon condition that you have fome regard for our warriors, who always 
pafs through that country, and give them always a free paflage; and we 
are very happy in being all aflembled here, both fachems and warriors, 
at thistime, and not as has been formerly the cafe on fuch occafions. 

We can now all aét together, as all foould receive a foare for what 
they have ceded, by which it will be preferved in our minds. We have 
never refufed you lands. in many places we have given proofs of our 
friendfhip, on which we have been promifed a recompenfe which we have 
not received. We aflifted your army laft year, and many of our people 
were forfaken and left to famifh, and we have been promifed a large trade, 
and to fix interpreters, &c. at each pot, which is not come as yet. We 
beg you will confider thefe things, and have regard to your promifes, and 
our requefts, as we pay due regard to your defires at prefent; that there- 
fore you will take thefe things into your confideration, and afford us a 
plentiful trade, and proper interpreters at the pofts, as you have promiled. 
It is in expeétation of this, that we have now agreed to your propolals, 
and for the fake of e@ablithing tranquility, we therefore recommend it 
earnefily to you, to confider what we have bia We have farther to add, 
that you will confider our hungry people will fometimes kill your cattle 
and tread down your corn; if they do fo now, it may be worfe when we 
aflemb‘e all nations: We therefore beg, that, whenever you finally 
fettle this afair, and that all your Goveinours meet about it, you would. 
appoint the Congrefs in fome place more remote, and that you would 
bring provifions thither with you. The requejt of the traders frall be com- 
plied with, and we foall agree to give them fore lands near Fert Pitt, and 
alfo to your defire concerning fome londs about the forts, for the uje of your 
garrions, Then Thomas King jatd to the feveral nations: 

BRETHREN, 

I hope you will ow remember what we have agreed to, and what your 
brothe: has faid; for we have now all, men, women, and children, been 
witnefs of this tranfaction, which is done publickly, nor cen it be faid 
our chiefs received any bribes; ther:fore fhould we forget what is now 
done, it will be a great refleétion upon us, as none of us, with truth, 
can deny 1% 

May the 6th, Sir William aflembled all the chiefs, and fpoke to them 
concerning the boundary line, obferving that they had not clofed it proe 
peily to the eaftward, which was highly neceflary. 

The Onondaga /peaker anfwered, 


BROTHER, : 
_ WE have attended to you, and we have already confidered. about clof- 
ang the dine; but we find it a difi¢ult matter to determine, as fo many 
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fribes and branches of our confederaey have their refidence about the 
Safquehanna. We think to continue the line up that river to Cherry 
Valley Lake, and from thence to the German Flats, would be very ad- 
vantageous to-you; becaufe our brethren the Oniedas fay, you have no 
right or title on the fouth fide the Mohawk river above that place: however, 
for the pretent, we {hall not extend the boundary line higher than Owegi, 
but when the affair comes to be finally determined, we {hall think farther 
about it. Then Canaghqhiefa /aid, 
BROTHER, 

You know that we are the owners of the land weftward of the German 
Flats, we hope we are not to be cheated out of it, but we have reafon to 
think oddly of it; as a German is gone to live at our large field Ori/ca, 
which is our property, we beg you will drive him off; for he has no right to 
it, for we well know the lands we fold, from the ref, and we tell you this, 
becaufe we would not do any thing init, till we {poke to you about it. 
We think we are ftrangely dealt with, our fathers were afked to fell farms, 
and whenever they agreed to it, the white people /ook woods, and all which 
we knew nothing of, till we faw people coming into our country. Bro- 
ther, fince that is the cafe, let us know, what the white pecple claim, and 
we will tell honeftly what we fold. 

Sir William anfwered, 
_BRETHREN, 

As Ionly wanted to know your fentimenss in General, about a boun- 
dary, 1 am content the ize remains for the prefent, as far as you recom- 
mend as to what you mentioned, running to the German Flats, it cannot 
be agreed to, there are good titles within that line. What the Oxeidas 
fay about the man at Orica, I did not hear of till now, if he is unjuftly 
fettled, he will remove on proper warning. Whenever I can hear of 
your being wronged, I fhall ufe my intereft to get juftice for you; but 
you would have much lefs caufe to complain, 77 your people would never 
meddle inland affairs, without the knowledge of the whole nation. 














O all people to whom thefe prefents fhall come, greeting: Know 

ye, that we Abraham a Mohawk chief, Sennghois a Oneida chief, 
Saquarifera @ Tufearora chief, Chenaugheata chief of the Onandaga council, 
Tagaaia a Cayuga chief, and Guflarax a Seneca chief, chiefs and fachems 
of the Six United Nations, and being and effeCtually reprefenting all the 
tribes of the faid Six United Nations, fexd greeting: 

WHEREAS Robert Callender, David Franks, Jofeph Simmons, Levy 
Andrew Levy, Philip Boyle, John Baynton, Samuel Wharton, George 
Morgan, Jofeph Speare, Thomas Smallman, Samuel Wharton admin 
ftrator of John Welch deceafed, Edmund Moran, Even Shelby, Samuel 
Pofilethwait, John Gibfon, Richard Winfton, Dennis Crohon, William 
Thompfon, Abraham Mitchel, James Dundas, Thomas Dundas, and 
John Ormfby, in and by their feveral and refpective letiers or powers 
of attorney, duly figned, fesled, and delivered by them, and now pro- 
duced, interpreted, and explained tous; have conttituted, nominated and 
appointed, William Trent, of the county of Cumberland, and province 
of Pennfyivania, merchant, their lawful attorney and agent, to afk, 
folicit, demand, and receive from the fachems, councellors, and warriors 
of the faid Six United Nations, a grant of a tra of land, as a2 cx 
fation, fatisfaGtion, or retribution forthe goods, merchandife, and eficcts 
of the faid William Trent, and the traders aforefaid, which the Shat- 
nee, Delaware, and Hurox tribes, tributaries of the faid Six ations 
(contrary to all good faith, and in violation of their repeated promifes 
of fafety and proteétion to their perfons, fervants, and effects, whillt 
trading in their country) did in the fpring of the year 1763, violently 
feize upon, and unjuftly appropriate to their own ufe: 

AND WHEREAS we are now convened in full council, by order of 
sur father, the King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of 
the faith, &c. at Fort Stanwix, in the province of New York, in order 
to agree for, afcertain, and finally fix and fettle a permanent and Jafting 
boundary line between the hynting country, which we, at the conference 
aforefaid, fhall and will referve for ourfelves, our children and our tri- 
butaries, and the territories of the faid King of Great Britain: 

AND WHEREAS application was tormerly made to the faid Six 
United Nations by Sir William Johnfon, Baronet, at the requifition of 
the aforefaid traders, who had fultained and fuffered the lofles aforefaid, 
for aretribution for the fame, which the faid Six United Nations promifed 
and agreed to, whenfoever he, thefaid Sir William Johnfon, Baronet, 

. fhould be empowered by his faid Majefty, the King of Great Britain, to 
eftablifh the aoundary line aforefaid ; 
AND WHEREAS the faid Sir Wilham Johnfon, Baronet, has now at 
this prefent Congrefé,, reminded the faid Six United Nations of their faid 
_-promife; and at the earneft defire of the aforefaid traders, by their faid 
“eattorney, ftrongly recommended to the faid Six United Nations, to make 
“hem a reflitution, by a grant of a tract of land to his faid Majefty, the 

King of Great Britain, his heirs and fucceflours; to and for the only ufe 





benefit, and beboof of the faid William Trent, in his own right, and. ax 
attorney as aforefaid; all which the faid Six United Nations having taken 
into their confideration, and being heartily difpofed to agree thereunto, 
as an inftance of their juftice and concern for the faid loffes,; do therefore 
by thefe prefents fignity, publifh, and declare, that notwithftanding the 
grant and gift hereby made and given by them unto his faid Majelty the 
King of Great Britain, and fo forth [to and for the only ufe; benefit, and 
beboof of the faid William Trent, in bis own right, and as attorney as afore- 
faid\ will be included within the ceffion, fale, and boundary line which the 
faid Six United Nations /ball and will make, fell and grant to the faid 
King of Great Britain, at the conference afurefaid, now holden at Fort 
Stanwix, aforefaid, by the faid Sir William Johnfon, Baronet: 

YET NEVERTHELESS, the faid Six United Nations have neither 
afked, demanded, ner received from him the faid Sir William Johnfon, 
Baronet, nor from any other perfon or perfons in behalf of the faid King 
of Great Britain, any confideration for the hereby given and granted 
premifes, neither fhall nor will the faid Six United Nations, nor their 
heirs nor defcendants (and by thefe prefents, they, the faid Six United 
Nations, wholly and entirely interdié and prohibit them from fo doing} 
demand, nor receive from the faid King of Great Britain, nor from hie 
fucceflours, nor from his or their minifters or fervants, any confideration 
whatfoever, or howfoever, for the hereby granted bargain, or new giver 
premifes, or any part, purport, or parcel thereof, the fame being their 
own voluntary aét and deed, folely, and bona fide defigned and intended 
by them as a compenfation, fatisfaction and retribution for the lofies fuftain- 
ed by the faid William Trent, and the Indian traders aforefaid, by the 
depredations of the Shawnefle, Delaware, and Huron tribes of Indians 
aforefaid, in the aforefaid year, 1763. 

NOW this indenture witneffeth, that we the faid. Abraham,  Senughois, 
Saquarifira, Chenaugheata, Te agaaia, and Gauftarax (chiefs and fachems 
of the faid Six United Nations, and being and effectually as aforefaid, 
representing all the tribes of the Six United Nations) for and in confideration. 
ot the fum of 85,916}. 10s. 8d. lawful money of the province of New 
York (the fame being the amount of the goods and merchandife, which 
were unjufily feized and taken, as aforefaid, by the Shawneffe, Delaware, 
and Huron tribes of Indians atorefaid, from the faid William Trent, 
Rebert Callender, David Franks, Jofeph Simons, Levy Andrew Levy, 
Philip Boyle, John Baynton, Samuel Wharton, George Morgan, Jofeph 
Spear, Thomas Smaliman, Samuel Wharton adminiftrator of John 
Welch, deceafed, Edmund Moran, Evan Shelby, Samuel Poitlethwait, 
John Gibfon, Richard Winton, Dennis Crohon,  iiliam Thompfon, 
Abraham Mitchell, James Dundais, Thomas Dundafs, asd John 
Ormfby, in the aforefaid year 1763, whereof juft end tai accounts have, 
on oath and affirmation, been produced, interpreted, and explained to 
us; and which, at our defire, are now lodged and deported with the faid 
Sir Williiam Johnfon, Baronet: And for and in confderation of the 
fum of ss. lawful money, 2forefaid, to us in hand paid by the faid 
Willism Trent, the receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge, do gives 
grant, bargain, and fell unto his faid Majeity, his heirs and fucceflours, 
to and for the only ufe, benefit, and behoot of the faid William Trent, 
in his own right and as attorney aforefaid; all that tract or parcel of land, 
beginning at the foutherly fide of the mouth of Little Kenhawa creek, 
where it empties itflf into the river Ohio, and running from thence 
fouth-eatt tothe Laurel Hill, thence along the Laurei Hill until it ftrikes 
the river Monongehela, thence down the ttream of the faid river Monon- 
gehela, according to the feveral courfes thereof, to the fouthern boundary 
line of the province of Pennfylvania; thence welterly aleng the courfe of 
the faid province boundary line, as far as the fame fhall extend, and 
from thence by the fame courfe to the river Ohio, thence down the faid 
river Ohio, according to the feveral courfes thereof, to the place of 
beginning; together with all and fingular the trees, woods, underwoods, 
mines, minerals, ores, waters, water courfes, fifhings, fowlings, hunt- 
ings, profits, commodities, advantages, rights, liberties, privileges, 
hereditaments and appurtenances whatfoever, to the faid tract or parcel 
of land belonging, or in any ways appertaining; or which now are or 
formerly have been accepted, reputed, taken, known, ufed, occupied or 
enjoyed, to or with the fame, or as part, parcel, or member thereof, 
and the reverfion and reverfions, remainder and remainders, rents, iffues, 
and profits, of all and fingular the faid premifes above mentioned, and 
every part or parcel thereof with the appurtenances: And alfo all the 
eftate, right, title, intereft, property, claim, and demand whatfoever 5 
whether native, legal, or equitable, of us the faid Indians, and each 
and every of us, and of all and every other perfon and perfons whatfoever, 
of or belonging to the faid nations, of, in, to, and out of all and fingu- 
lar the premifes above mentioned ; andof, in, to, and out of every part 
and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances; to have and to hold, all and 
fingular the faid tra&t, parcel and parcels of land, given, granted, and: 
hareained nremifes, with their appurtenances, unto his faid Majefty King 





Repeat apart tens Hc arate A 2 i Nl a Ne SND as ke a rat ce Sr aR Fe nee a eS 





ted 


George the third, his heirs and fucceffours, but to and for the only ufe, 
benefit, and behoof of the faid William Trent, in his own right, and as 
attorney aforefaid, his heirs and affigns for ever: And the faid Abraham, 
Sennghois, Saquarifera, Chenaugheata, Tagasga, and Gauftarax, for 
themfelves, and forthe Six-United Nations, and all and every other nation 
and nations, tribes, tributaries, and dependants on the faid Six United 
Nations, and their and every of their pofterities, the faid traét and 
parcel of land and premifes, and every part thereof, againit them, the 
faid Abraham, Sennghois, Saquarifera, Chenaugheata, Tagaaia, and 
Guftarax ; and againft the faid Six United Nations, and their tributaries and 
dependants, and all and every their pofterities, to his faid Majefty, his 
heirs and fucceflours, but to and for the only ufe, benefit, and behoof of the 
faid William Trent, in his own right, and as atorney aforefaid, his heirs 
and affigns, fhall and will warrant, and for ever defend by thefe prefents : 
Jn witnefs whereof, we the faid chiefs and fachems, in behalf of ourfelves 
refpectively,\ and in behalf of the whole Six United Nations aforefaid, 
have hereunto fet our hands and feals, in the prefence of the perfons 
fubfcribing as witnefles hereunto, ata Congrefs held at Fort Stanwix 
aforefaid, this third day of November, in the ninth year of his Majetty’s 
reign, and in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and fixty 


eight. The mark of his nation, 
Abraham, a chief of (L. S.) the Mohawks. 
‘Tyahanefera, The fteel. 


The mark ef his nation. 
(L. S.) the Oneidas. 
The fione. 
The mark of his nation. 


William or 


2 chief of 
Sennghois. 


Hendrick, nll chief of 
Saquarifera, 


(L. $.) the Tufcaroras. 
The crofs. 
The mark of his nation. 


(L. S$.) the Onondagas. 
The mountain. 
The mark of his nation. 
(L. S.) the Cayugas. 
b The pipe. 
The mark of his nation. 
(L. S.) the Senecas. 
The high hill, 


Bunt, or Brett chief of 


naugheata, 


Tagaaia, chief of 


Gauftarax, chief of 

Sealed and delivered in the prefence of is, 
Williams Franklin, Governour of New Jjerfey. 
Frederick Smith, Chief Jufice of New Jerfey. 
Thomas Walker, Commiflioner for Virginia. 
Richard Peters, 
james Tilghman, 
John Skinner, Captain in the 7oth regiment. 
Jofeph Chew, of Conneéticut. 
John Weatherhead, of New York. 
John Walker, of Virginia. 
E. Fitch, of Conneéticut, 
Thomas Walker, jun. of Virginia. 

‘fi John Butler, Interpreter for the Crown. 

On the 7th day of January, in the yearof our Lord 1769, before me 
Taac Jones, Efq; Mayor of the city of Philadelphia, came the Rev. 
Richard Peters, reétor of the two United Churches of Chriftt Church and 
St. Peters, in Philadelphia, one of the fubferibing witneffes to the within 
written deed, and made oath on the Holy Evagnelifts of Almighty God, 
that he was prefent, and did fee the within named Abraham, or ‘Tyaha- 
nefera, a chief of the Mohawks; William, or Sennghois, a chief of 
the Oneidas; Hendrick, or Saquarifera, a chief of the Tufcaroras; 
Bunt, or Chenaugheata, a chief of the Onondagas; Tagaaia, a chief of 
the Cayugas; and Gauitarax, a chief of the Senecas, make the feveral 
marks in the within written deed, againft their refpeCtive names, placed 
as the particular mark of each pation; and did alfo fee the faid Abraham,. 
or Tyahanefera; William, or Sennghois; Hendrick, or Saquarifera;. 
Bunt, orChenaugheata; Tagaaia, and Gauftarax, refpectively feal, and 
as their act and deed, deliver in behalf of themfelves, and the feveral: 
nations which they effeCtually reprefented, the within written deed poll; 
and that the name Richard Peters, fubf{cribed thereto asa witnefs of the 
fame, is of his own hand writing; and alfo, that the faid Richard Peters: 
faw W. Franklin, Governour of New Jerfey; Frederick Smyth, Chief 
Juftice of New Jerfey; Thomas Walker, Commiffioner for Virginia; 
James Tilghman, of the Council of Pennfylvania; John Skinner, Capt. 


of the Council of Pennfylvania. 


in the zoth regiment; Jofeph Chew, of Conneéticut; John Walker, of: 


Virginia; E. Fitch, of Conneéticut;, Thomas Walker, jun. of Virginia;, 
John Butler, Interpreter for the Crown, fubfcribe their names as wit- 
neffes likewife to the figning, fealing, and delivery of the within writtem: 
deed poll, Witnefs my hand and feal, the day and year aforefaid. 





Minutes of the Congrefs at Fort Stanwix, 22 1768. . 
T a General Congrefs held with the Six Nations, Shawnefle, Dela. 
ware, Senecas of Ohio, and their dependants, at Fort Stanwix, 
October 26, 1768. Pie Rig soo Oy hetuneN Ts 
' The Hon. Sir William Johnfon, Baronet, Superintendant of Indians 
affairs; His Excellency William Franklin, Efq; Governour of the pro- 
vince of New Jerley; Thomas Walker, Efq; Commiffioner from the 
colony of Virginia; Hon. Frederick Smyth, Chief Juftice of New Jerfey; 
Richard Peters and James Tilghman, Efquires, Commiffioners from the 
province of Pennfylvania; George Croghan and Daniel Claufe, Efquires, 
Deputy Agents of Indian affairs; Guy Johnfon, Eig; Deputy Agent 
and Secretary of Indian affairs; with fundry other Gentlemen from the 
different colonies; John Butler, Efq; Mr. Andrew Montour, and Mr. 
Philip Phillips, Interpreters for the Crown. 

Inpian Curers Present. Mobawks,—Abraham, Kanadagaya, 
Kendrick, Aroghiadecka, Kayenguéregoa, Tobarihoga, Onohario, &cs 
&c. &e. Onoudagas,—The Bunt, Tewaruit, Diaguanda, Tawafhughti, 
&c. &e. &c. Senecas,—Gauftarax, Onongot, &c. &c. &c. Oneidas, 
—Ganaghquiefon, Nicholafera, Senughfis, Gajuheta, Tagawaron, &c. 
&c. &e. Cajugas,—Tagaaia, Skanarady, Atrawawna, &c. &c. &c. 
Tufcaroras,—Saquarifera, Kanigot, Tyagawehe, &c. &c. &c. Mingos 
of Obio. Shawnefc,—Beneviflica, Delawares,—Killbuck, Turtle- 
heart, &c. &. &c. 

BRETHREN, 

HEARKEN to me, whohave good words to {peak to you, fuch as ate 
for the benefit of your whole confederacy, and of your children yet unborn, 

You all remember, that three years ago I lignified to you bis Majefty’s 
defire to eftablifs a boundary line between his people and yours; and that 
we then agreed together, how fome part of that line fhould run, where 
ever the fame came to be fettled. 

You all, I am hopetul, recolleét the reafons I then gave you for 
making fuch a boundary; neverthelefs, I fhall again repeat them. You 
know, brethren, that the encroachments upon your lands have been always 
one of your principal fubjects of complaint; and that, fo far as it could 
be done, endeavours have not been wanting for your obtaining redrefs. 
But it was a difficult tafk, and generally unfuccefsful; for although the 
provinces have bounds between each other, there are no certain bounds 
between them and you, and thereby, not only feveral of our peoples 
ignorant in Indian affairs, have advanced too far inte pour country, but 
alfo many ef your own people, through the want of fucha line, have 
heen deceived in the fales they have made, ox in the limits they have fet to 
our reipe&tive claims. This, brethren, is a fad cafe, which has fre- 
quently given us much trouble, and turned many of your heads; but it ° 
is likely to continue fo, until fome bounds are agreed to, fixed upon, 
and made publick between us. “The gieat, the good King of England, 
my matter, whole friendfhip and tender regard for your interefts I with 
you may ever hold in remembrance, has, amongit other inftances of his- 
goodnefs, after long deliberation on fome means for your relief, and for 
preventing future difputes concerning lands, at length refolved upon fixing 
a general boundary live between his fubjeéts and you, and that in fuch a 
manner ¢s shall be mot agreeable to you; in confequence of which, [I 
have received his royal commands to call you together for the eftablith- 
ment thereof; and after confering with the governments interefted here- 
upen you now fee before you the Governour of the Ferfeys, the commuffoners 
on bebalf of Aferegca, Governour of Virginia, and commiffioners from 
Pennfylvania, in order to give you the ftrongeft affurances on behalf of 
their refpective governments, of their refolutions to pay due regard to what: 
Shall be nows entered inta; the prefence of fo many great men will give a, 
fanétion to the tranfagtion, and caufe the fame to be known.as far ag the: 
Englith name extends. His Majefty has directed me to give you a hande 
fome proof of his generofity, proportioned to the nature and extent of what 
lands foall fall to him. Upon the whole, I hope that your deliberations 
will be unanimous, and your refolutions fuch as his Majefty may con- 
fider as proofs of your gratitude for all his favours. A fine new Belt. 

The importance of this affair now before us, requires the moft {erious 
attention; I will not burthen you with any other fubjeét until this is 
generally fettled, and therefore we fhall adjourn that you may have tinie 
to think of it, and come fully prepared to give an agreeable anfwer. 
Then Abraham, Chief of the Mohawks, after repeating what Sir William: 

BROTHER, bad faid, addreffed bim,, ee te 

WE give you thanks for what you have faid tous at this time; it is. 
a weighty affair, and we fhall, agreeable to your defire, take it into our 
moft ferious confideration. We are glad that fo many: great’ men are. 
afflembled to bear witnefs of the tranfaction ; and we are now refolved to: 
retire and confult on a proper anfwer to.be given to alliyow have faid;; 
and fo foon as we have:agreed upon it,, we hall give you:notice, that we 
may again affemble and make it known to you; and weareall much obliged: 
$0. yous, that you have dixefted us to attend to this great affair alone at thiss 


time, that our minds might not be burthened or diverted from it by at- 
tending to any thing elfe. 











T a General Congrefs held at Fort Stanwix with the Six Nations 
and other Indians, on Tuefday November the 1ft, 17638. 
PRESENT as at the former Meeting. 

The Indians being all feated, they defired to know, whether Sir 
William was prepared to hear them; and on being anfwered in the affir- 
mative, the Speaker ftood up, and fpoke as follows: 

BROTHER, 

WE are hopeful that you will not take it amifs that we have delayed 
zill now our publick anfwer on the fubjeét you recommended to us; this 
was agreat, and weighty matter, requiring long deliberation, and fhould 
not be undertaken lightly; we have accordingly confidered it, and are 
now come to give you our final refolutions thereon, to which we beg 

“your attention. 
3 BROTHER, 

WE remember, that on our firft meeting with you, when you came 
with your fhip, we kindly received you, entertained you, and entered 
‘into an alliance with you, though we were then great and numerous, and 
your people zzcon iderable and weak; and we know that we entered zzto a 
covenant-chain of bark with you and faftened your foip therewith; but 
being apprehenfive the bark would break, and your fhip be loft, we made 
_one of -iren, and held it faft, that it fhould not ilip from us; but perceiv- 
ing the former chain was liable to ruff, we made a filver chain to guard 
againft it. . Then, Brother, you arofe, renewed that chain, which began 
to look dull, and have for many years taken care of our affairs by the 
command of the great King, and you, by your labours, have polifhed 
that chain; fo that it has looked bright, ard is become known to all 
nations; for all which we fhall ever regard you, and we are thankful to 
you in that you have taken fuch care of thefe great affairs, of which we 
are always mindful, and we do now, on our parts, renew and ftrengthen 
the covenant chain, by which we will abide, fo long as you fhall preferve 
it ftrong and bright on your part. A Belt. 

BROTHER. 

WE are glad that you have opened the rivers and cleared the roads, 
as it is fo neceflary to us both. We were promifed, that, when the war 
qvas over, we fhould have trade in plenty, goods cheap, and heneft men 
to deal with us; and that we fhould have proper perfons to manage ail 
this. We hope, that thefe promifes will never be forgot, but that they 
will be fully performed, that we thal! feel the benefits of an intercourfe 
between us; that the roads and waters may be free and open tous all, to go 
to the fouthward, or for our friends from thence, with whom we are now 
at peace, to vilitus; that we may have proper perfons in our countries to 
manage affairs, and fmiths to mend our arms and implements; and ia 
the expeétation of this, we do now, on our parts, open the roads and 
waters, and promife to affift in keeping them ‘fo. A Belt. 


Then, after repeating all that had been faid concerning the line, the Speaker 
proceeded, 
BROTHER, 

WE have long confidered this propofal for a boundary between us, and 
we think it will be of good confequence, if you, on your parts, pay a due 
regard toit; and we, in confequence thereof, have had furdry meetings 
amongift ourfelves and with you; and from all that you have faid to us 
thereon, we have at length come to a final refolution concerning it, and 
we hope that what is now agreed upon fhal! beinviolably obfeved on your 
parts, as we are determined it fhall be on ours ; and that no farther at- 
tempts will be made on ourlands, but that this line be confidered as final; 
and we do now agree to the line we have marked upon your map, now 
before you, on certain conditions en which we nave f{poke., and fhall 
fay more, and we defired that one article of this our agreement be, that 
none of the provinces, or their people, fhall attempt to invade it, under 
colour of any old deeds, or other pretences whatfoever; for in many of 
thefe things we have been impofed on, and therefore we difciaim them all. 
Which bounds, now agreed to, we begin on the Ohio, at the mouth of 
the Cherokee river, which is now ourjuftright; and from thence we go 
up, on the fouth fide of the Ohio, to Kattanins, above Fort Pitt, froni 
thence a dire& line to the neareft fork of the Welt Branch of Safquehanna, 
thence through the Alegany mountains, along the fouth fide of the faid 
Wet Branch, till we come oppolite to the mouth of the creek cailed 
Tiadaghton; thence acrofs the Weft Branch, ane along the eaft fide of 
that creek, and along the ridge of Burnet’s hills, to a creek called Awan- 
dae, thence down the fame to the Eaft Branch of Safquehanna, and 
acrofs the fame, and up the eatt fide of thatuiver to Owegy 5 from thence 
ealtward to Delaware river, and up that river to oppofite where Tianader- 
rah falls into Safquchanna; thesce to Vianaderrsh, and up the wef fide 

thereof, and its weft branch,.to the head thereof: thence by a ftraight 
Tine to the mouth of Canada creek, where it empties itfelf into Wood 





creck, at the end of the long carrying place beyond Fort Stanwix. Aud 
this we declare to be our final refolves, and we expect that the conditions 


of this our grant will be obferved. A Belt. 
BROTHER, 

NOW as we have made fo large a ceffion to the King of fuch a valu- 
able and extenfive country, we do expect it as the terms of our agree- 
ment, that firi&t regard be paid to all our reajonable defires. We do 
now, on this cafe, on behalf and in the name of all our warriors of every 
nation, —CONDITION, that our warriors fhall have the liberty of hunt- 
ing throughout the country, as they have no other means of fubfiftance; 
and as your people have not the fame occafions or inclinations, that the 
white people be reftriéted from hunting on our fide of the line, to prevent 
contention between us. A Belt. 

BROTHER, 

BY this belt we addrefs ourfelves to the great King ef England 
through you our fuperintendant, in the name and in behalf of all thie 
Six Nations, Shawnefle, Delawares, and all other our friends, allies, 
and dependants; we now tell the King that we have given to him a great 
and valuable country, and we know that what we fhall now get for it 
mutt be far fhort of its value: "We make it a condition of this our agree= 
ment concerning the line, that his Majefty will not forget or negleat to 
fhew ts his favour, or fuffer the chain to contraét ruft; but that he will 
dire&t thofe who have the management of our affairs to be punétual in 
renewing our ancient agreements: That as the Mohawks are now within 
the line which we give to the King, and that thefe people are the true 
old heads of the whole confederacy, their feveral Villages, and all the 
land they occupy, unpatented about them, as alfo the refidences of any 
other of our confederacy affcGed by this ceffion, fhall be confidered as 
their fole property, and at their difpofal, both now and fo long asthe 
fun fhines; and that all grants or engagements they have now or lately 
entered into, fhall be confidered as independant of this boundary*; fo 
that they who have fo little left, may not lofe the benefit of the fale of it, 
but that the people with whom they have agreed, may have the land. 
We likewife farther condition, on behalf of all the Six Nations, and of 
allourallies, friends, and nephews, our dependants, that as we have ex- 
perienced how difficult it is to get juftice, or to make our complaints 
known, and that it is not in the power of our fuperintendant to take 
care of our affairs in different places without the King’s heip; that his 
Majetty will give him help and ftrength to do us juflice, and to manage 
our affairs in a proper manner, We ail know the want of this, and we 
make it a point of great confequence, on which this our prefent agree. 
ment is to depend, and without which affairs will go wrong, and our 
heads may be turned. 

BROTHER, ~ 

WE likewiie defire that as we have now given up a great deal of lands 
within the bounds that Mr. Penn claimed a right of buyingt, that he may, 
in confequence of the agreement { now entered into between us, eijoy 
what we have given within them limits. And as we know that Lydiur 
of Albany did, in the name of feveral perfons, lay claim to lands in 
Pennfylyenia, which we know to be unjuft, and that the deeds he pre- 
cends aright to were invalid, ve expeé that no regard will be paid te 
them, or any fuch claims, now or hereafter, as we have fairly fold them 
to the proprietors of Pennfylvania, to whom alone we fhali {eli lands 
within that province; and we fhall now give them a deed for that and 
other lands there. And in order to fhew that we love juftice, we expe@ the 
traders who fuffered by fome of our dependants in the wars five years ago, 
may havea grant for the lands we now give them down Ohio, as a fatisfac- 
tion for their lofles; and as our friend Mr. Croghan long ago got a deed for 
lands from us, which may now be taken into Mr. Penn’s lands» thould 
it fo happen, we requelt that it may be contidered, and that he may get 
as much from the King fomewhere elfe, as he fairly bought it. And as 
we have given enough to fhew our love for the King, and make his people 
eafy, inthe next place, we expect, that no old claims, which we difavow, 
or new encroachments may be allowed of. 

BROTHER, 

WE have now gone through this matter, and we have fhewn ourfelves 
ready to give the King whatcver we could reafonably {pare; we, on our 
parts, exprefs our repard for him, and we hope for his favour if 
return. Qur words are (trong and our refolutions frm, end we expect 

* This related to lands on the Safquebanna. Ge. ae 

+ Mr. Penn claimed this pre -emtion in virtue of King Charles's charter 
to him, of the ath of March, 68x, and of an a& of Affembly of Pennfylvania, 
paffed in 1700, probibiting all perfons, except himfelf and bis keirs, from 
buying any lands from the natives within the limits thereof. 

{ The proprietors of Pennfylvania bought of the Six Nations, a .arge tra 
of country ai ibis Congres, and on recerving their deed of conveyance for the 
jome, the faid proprietors paid the Six Nations 10,000 Spanifs mulled dollars, 
being the confideration-money for the faid trac. 








oi 


that our requefts will be complied with, inafmuch as we have fo. generofly 
complied with all that has been defired, as far as was confiftent with our 
intereft. F : A Belt. 
T a general Congrefs held at Fort Stanwix with the Six Nations, and 
other Indians, on Friday, November 4, 1768. 
PRESENT, as at the former Meeting. 

SER WILLIAM, at the defire of the Gentlemen commiffioners from 
Pennfylvania, acquainted the Indians, that they, the commiffioners, had 
a prefent ready to the amount of five hundred dollars, to give in full 
fatisfa€tion of the Conoftoga lands, which, by the death of that people, 
became vefted in the proprietors. That they freely gave this fum, as a 
facther proof of the regard of that province for them, and of their concern 
for the unhappy fate of the Conoftogas. Then Sir Wiliam told the 
Indians, that as the proprietaries did not know, whether they would choofe 
money or goods for the addition of Jand to Pennfylvania, they were then 
unprovided; but that Sir William Johnfon would be anfwerable for the 
foeedy payment of the purchafe, and would propofe to them, either to 
receive it in money, to be fent on the commiffioners return, or in goods, 
as fpeedy as poffible, or to wait till next fpring, by which time they could 
have goods better, and more for the fame money from England, which 
was fubmitted to their determination. 

As it grew late, Sir William difmiffed the Indians till the next day, 
when they were to fubfcribe to the deed of ceffion, and receive the confi- 
deration. = 
_ At night the Chiefs came to Sir William, and told him, that they had 
confidered the propofal made by the commiffioners of Pennfylvania, and 
they preferred the receiving the purchafe in cafh, as the f{pedielt pay- 
ment; which was agreed to, and fecurity given, that the fame fhould be 
paid in fix weeks. 

T a Congrefs with the feveral nations, Saturday, November 
5, 1768. 

; PRESENT, as before. : 

THE deed to his Majefty, that to the proprietors of Pennfylvania, 
with that to the traders, being then laid on the table, were executed, im 
the prefence of the Governour, commiftioners, and the reft of the Gen- 
tlemen. 


After which, the Chiefs of each nation received the cafh, which was - 


piled on a table for that purpofe, and then proceeded to divide the goods 
amoneft their people, which occupied the remainder of that day. 
~ P.M. The Gsovernour and commiffioners took leave, and returned 
to their refpe€tive provinces; and that night Sir William took leave of 
the chiefs, recommending it te them to remember what had been then 
tranfaéted, and caut oning them again committing any diforders at their 
departure, but to pack up their goods, and return home in peace and 
good order. ; 
5 To all to whom théefe preferts fhall come, or may concern. 
; V E the fachems and chiefs of the Six Coniederate Nations, and of 
the Shawneffe, Delawares, Mingoes of Ohio, and other depend- 
ant tribes, on behalf of ourfelves and of ihe reft of our feveral nations, 
the chiers and warriors of whom are now here convened by Sir William 
Jennfon, Baronet, his Majefty’s Superintendent of our affairs, -fend 
greeting: : 
WHEREAS his Majelty was gracioufly pleafed to propofe to us in 
the year one rhoufand feven hundred and fixty five, that a boundary line 
fhould be fixed hetween the Englifh and us, to afcertain and eftablifh our 
limits, and prevent thofe intrufionsand encroachments, of which we had 
fo long and loudly complained; and to put a {top to the many fraudulent 
advantages which had been fo often taken of us; which boundary appear- 
ing to us as a wife and good meafure, we did then agree to a part of a 
Tine, and promiled to fettle the whole finally, whenfoever Sir William 
Johnfon fhould be fuily impowered to treat wath us for that purpofe. | 
_ And whereas his faid Majefly has at length given Sir William Johnfon 
orders to complete the faid boundary line between the provinces and 
Indians; in conformity to whith orders, Sir William Johnfon has 
convened the chiefs and warriors of our refpective nations, who are the 
true and abfolute proprietors of the lands in queftion, and who are here: 
Now. to a very confiderable number. ; i3 
And whereas many uneafinefles doubts have arifer amongft us, which 
have given rife to an apprehenfion that the line may not be ftri@ly obferved 
on the part of the Englifh, in which cafe matters may be worfe than 
before; which apprehenfion, together with the dependant ftate of fome 
of our tribes, and other circumftances, retarded the fettlement, and 
became the fubjeét of fome debate; Sir William Johnfon has at length fo 
far fatisfied us upon it, as to induce us to come to an agreement concern- 
ing the line, which is now brought toa conclufion, the whole being 
fully explained to us in a large afflembly for our people, before Sir Wil- 


liam Johnfon, and in prefence of his Excellency the Governour of New” 


Jerfey, the commiffioners from the provinces of Virginia and Pennfyl- 


vania, and fundry other Gentlemen; by which line fo agreed upon, a 
confiderable tract of country along feveral provinces, is’ by us ceded ta 
his faid Majetty, which we are induced to, and do hereby ratify and 
confirm tohis faid Majefty, from the expeétation and confidence we 
place in his royal goodnefs, that he will gracioufly comply with our hum- 
ble requefts, as the fame are expreffed in the fpeech of the feveral nations* 
addreffed to his Majefty, through Sir William Johnfon, on Tuefday the 
firft day of the prefent month of November; wherein we have declared 
our expectations of the continuance of his Majefty’s favour, and our defire 
that our ancient engagements be obferved, and our affairs attended to by 
the officer who has the management thereof, enabling him to difcharge 
all the matters properly for our intereft: ‘That the lands occupied by 
the Mohawks around their villages, as well as by any other nation 
affected by this our ceflion, may effe€tually remain to them and to their 
potterity ; and that any engagements regarding property, which they may 
now be under, may be profecuted, and our prefent grants+ deemed valid 
on our parts, with the feyeral other humble requefts contained in our 
faid fpeech: 

AND WHEREAS at the fettling of the faid line, it appeared that the 
Ime defcribed by his Majefty’s order, was not extended to the northward of 
Owegy, or to the fouthward of Great Kanhawa river; we have agreed 
to, and continued the line to the northward, ona fuppofition that it was 
omitted, by reafon of our not having come to any determination con- 
cerning its courfe, at a Congrefs held in 1765: And inafmuch as the 
line to the northward, became the moft neceflary of any, for preventing 
encroachments, on our very towns and refidences; and we have given 
this line more favourably to Pennfylvania, for the reafons and con- 
fiderations mentioned in thetreaty. We have likewife continued it fouth 


’ to the Cherokee river, becaufe the fame is, and we do declare it to be our 


true bounds with the fouthern Indians, and that we have an undoubted 
right to the country as far fouth as that river, which makes our ceffion 
to his Majefty much more advantagecus than that propofed. Now there- 
fore, know ye, that we the fachems and chiefs aforementioned, native 
Indians and proprietors of the lands hereafter defcribed, for and in behalf 
of ourfelyes and the whole of our confederacy, for the confiderations 
herein before mentioned, and-alfo for and in confideration of the valuable 
prefent of the feveral articles in ufe amongft Indians, which, together 
with a large {um of money, amounts in the whole, to the fum of ten 
thoufand four hundred and fixty pounds feven fhillings and three pence 
fterling, to us now delivered, and paid by Sir William Johnfon, Baronet, 
his Mayjefty’s fole agent and fuperintendant of Indian affairs for the nor- 
thern department of America, in’the name and behalf of our Sovereign 
Lord George the third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland, King defender of the faith; the receipt whereof we do hereby 
acknowledge; we the faid Indians, have for us our heirs and fucceffours, 
granted, bargained, fold, releafed, and confirmed, and by thefe prefents 
do grant, bargain, fell, releafe, and confirm, unto our faid Sovereign 
Lord King George the third, all that traét of land fituate in North Ame- 
rica at the back of the Britifh fettlements, bounded by a line which we 
have now agreed upon, and do hereby eftablifh as the boundary between 
us-and the Britifh Colonies in America; beginning at the mouth of the 
Cherokee cr Hogohege river, where it empties into the river Ohio, and 
running from thence upwards along the fouth fide of the faid river to 
Cittaning, which is above Fort Pitt; from thence by a direé line to the 
neareft fork of the weft branch of Safquehanna, thence through the Alle- 
gany mountains along the fouth fide of the faid weft branch, till it comes 
oppofite to the mouth of the creek calied Tiadaghton; thence acrofs tlie 
weit braach and alone the fouth fide of that creek, and along the north 
fide of Burnet’s hills, to a creek called Awandae; thence down the fame 
to the eaft branch of Safquehanna, and acrofs the fame, and up the eaft 
fide of that river to Owegy 3 from thence eaft to Delaware river, and up 
that river to oppofite where Tianaderha falls into Safguehanna; thence 
to Tianaderha, and up the weft fide thereof and the weft fide of its weft 
branch, to the head thereof; and thence by a dire& line to Canada 
creek, where its empties into Wood creek at the weft end of the carrying 
place beyond Fort Stanwix, and extending eaftward from every part of 
the faid line as far as the lands formerly purchafed, fo as to comprehend 
the whole of the lands between the faid line and the purchafed lands or 
fettlements, except what is within the province of Pennfylvania,: together 
with all the hereditaments and appurtenances to the fame belonging or 
appertaining, in the fulleft and moft ample manner; and ail the eftate, , 
tight, title, intereft, property, pofleffion, benefit, claim, and demand, 
either in law or equity, of each and every of us, of, in, or to the fame, 

* See page 6. 

+ The grants they then made, and which are here alluded to, were as 
follows: oneto Mr. Trent; one to Géorge Croghan, E/q; and one to Meffrs. 
Penns, proprietors of the province of Pennfylvauia, 

] See page 2. 
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or any part thereof, to have and to hold the whole fands and premifes 
hereby granted, bargained, fold, releafed, and confirmed as aforefaid, 
with the hereditaments and appurtenances thereunto belonging, under the 
refervations, made in the treaty unto our faid Sovereign Lord King George 
the third, his heirs and fucceflours, to and for his and their own proper 
ufe and behoof forever. In witnefs whereof, we the chiefs of the con- 
Jederacy, -have hereunto fet our marks and feals, at Fort Stanwix, the 


“gth day of November, 1768, in the ninth year of his Majelty’s reign. 


Sealed. and delivered ee 
the prefence of us 
eee 
Counfellor DaGGe’s opinion on the Indian grant of lands to William Trent 
and others, viz. 
HE writers on jurifprudence agree in the propofition ‘* that the 
original right to all kinds of property arofe from pre-occupancy, 
and thatin a ftate of nature every one might poflefs bimfelf of, and retain 
any vacant fubject.” ; 

The firftt occupant had a right to grant, eede, or transfer the fubjet 
he had poffeffed himfelf of, to fuch perfons, and upon fuch terms, as he 
thought proper; and if before fuch grant, ceffion or transfer the occupant 
died, his property defcended to his children. The right of tranfmitting 
property always refided in the owner, and civil inftitutions only prefcribed 
the mode of carrying that right into effeat. 

In tha~-period of fociety when countries were formed, and their boun- 
daries fixed, we find that different diftriéts were appropriated to the native 
owners, the firft occupants, or in cafe of vacant or dereli&t lands to che firft 
difcoverers. From thofe original proprietors each country was iranimitted 
to other proprietors, by the confentor by theconqueft of the prefent owners. 

In the cafe under confideration, Tam of opinion that the Indians of the 
Six Nations appear to havebeen entitled to the lands in que#ion from 
preoccupancy, or from conqueft; but however their right accrued, they 
gre acknowledged in exprefs words by the deed of ceflion to che Crown, 
made at Fort Stanwix, November sth, 1768, to have been at that time 
the true and obfelute proprietors of . the lands in quekion; and fo they 
were alfo acknowledged to be in the publick negociations between England 
and France, in the year1755, and fo alfo, as is flatedin the calc, feveral 
treaties of peace and commerce entered into with particular nations or 
tribes of Indians by the Enelith nation, contider and treat the natives o1 
occupiers as the lawful peff-ffors and owners of the countries they 
gefpettively occupy. 

The deed of ceffion to the Crown, onthe sth of November, 1768, was 
made in confideration of 10,4601 7s. 3d. Aerling, then paid to the Six 
United Nations, and for other confiderations mentioned oud expreffed 1 
that deed and the treaties previous and perparatory to it. 

This deed of ceffion, the conveyance to Mr. Trent, and the treaties m 
1766 and 1768. muft be confidered together, as they all tend to illuftrate 
the whole tranfation, and explain. the intenfion of the contracting par- 
ties: And taking the whole under confideration it appears, that the Six 
Whited Nations were truly fenfible of the great iofs the traders had fuftain- 
ed by the treachery and depredations of fome of their tributary or 
dependant tribes; Thata requifition was made to the Six United Nations 
in May 1765 fora grant of land by way of compenfating in fome meafure 
for the damages the traders had fuftained by the depredations of their 
dependants or tributary Indians ; that the Six Nations, after deliberating 
from the 2d of May, when this requifition was made to the 6th of May, 
they agreed that the requeft of the tracers fhould be complied with, and 
and they would grant them fome lands near Fort Pitt. That at the 
Congrefs and treaty in November 1768, held at Fort Stanwix, the chiefs 
and fachems of the Six United Nations again took this matter under 
‘their confideration, and upon the fir day of that month exp: eflly declared, 
that “in order to thew that they loved juitice, they expected, that the 
-& traders who fuifered by tome of their dependants in the war five years 
s¢ fince, might have a grant for the lands they then gave them down 
8* Ohio, asa {atisfaction for their lofles.” 

On the gd day of the fame month of November, the Six Nations, by their 
fachems and chiefs executed the conveyane to Mr. Trent, which proceeds 
uponarecital, thathehad been imp owered by feveral letters of attorney from 
the fuffering traders named in the (aid deed, to atk, folicit, demand, and 
receive from the Six Nations a grant of a trast of land as a fatisfaGtion, 
compenfation, or retribution for the goods, mexchandife, and effects of 
the faid William Trent, and of the faid feveral traders which the faid 
Shawneffe, Delaware, and Huron tribes, tributaries of the faid Six 
Nations (contrary to all good faith, and in violation of their repeated 
promifes of fafety and protection to the traders, their fervants and effects, 
wiile trading in their country) did violently feize upon, and unjutftly 
appropriate to their own ufe. The deed then declares that in confideration 
of the fum of 85,9161, 1s. 8d. lawful money of the province of New York, 
the fame being the amountof the goods and merchandife which were unjuitly 
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feized and taken from the traders asaforefaid, whereof juftand fair accounts 
on oath and affirmation had been produced, interpreted aud explained to 
them, and which at their defire were then lodged and depofited with the 
faid Sir William Johnfon. The chiefs and athena of the faid Six Unit-. 
ed Nations, for the faid confiderations, and in confideration of 5s. did 
give, grant, bargain and fell unto his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffours, 
to and for the only ufe, benefit, and behoof of the faid William Trent, in 
his own right, and as attorney aforefaid, all that traét of laid d feribed 
in the conveyance. To hold unto his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffours, 
but to and for the only ufe, benefit, and behoof of the faid William 

Trent, in his own right, and as attorney aforefaid, his heirs and affigns 
for ever. This deed of conveyance feems to have been executed in the 
moft publick manner, in the prefence of the King’s Governour of New 

Jerfey, and the commiffioners from Virginia and Pennfylvania. and 

feveral other perfons who attended the Congrefs, and attefted the execu- 

tion of this conveyance, which by that means received every degree of 
folemnity and fanétion. 

On the sth day of the fame month of November, 1768, the faid chiefs 
and fachems executed their deed of ceffion to his Majefty, of a large track 
of country upon the river Ohio. In this deed of ceffion the Indians 
expreiily ft:pulate that their prefent grants {which words are explained 
in the minutes of Congrefs of November sth, where the traders deed is 
mentioned with the other grants then made] “* /hould be deemed valid on 
“ their parts,” and they convey to the King, not only in confideration 
of the pref-nt then made, and the money then paid by the King amount- 
ing to 10,4601. 105. 3d. but alfo for the other confiderations im the deed 
befurementioned. And the Habenduin is to the King, his heirs and 
fuccefloucs, wider the refervation made in the treaty, fo that the deed of 
ceffien ‘> the King virtually confirms the conveyance to Ma. ‘Trent. 
Upvs the whole, I am of opinion that Mr. Trent in his own right, and 
a8 attorney far the traders, hath a good, lawful and fafficient title to the 
land granted by the faid deed and conveyance, {ubject only to the King’s 
fovereignty ove the fertlements to be ettablifhed thereon, and over the 
inhavitants as Engiith fubjects. t 

Lincoin’s Inn, March 20, 1775. 

(signed) HENRY DAGGE,. 
Serjeant GLYN’S opinion. 
yy ENTIRELY concur with Mr. Dagee in his opinion on this cafe. 
2 The property of the {oil conveyed to My. Trent, for himfelf and as* 
at orney was certanily in the Six Naiions, and as incident to that pro- 
perty, they had a power of lienating and transferring in any manner, 
or to any perfons, unlefs they had been reftrained by their own laws. 

In this cafe the fupreme power of the country refided in the fellers, 
who had therefore an abfolute power of alienating, and the tranfaction 
being fair and open, and for the exprefs purpote ot Coing an att of publick 
juftice, muft bind the Six Nations in goad faith, If we fuppofe, that the 
fovereignty of the land ftili remained in the Six nations, the prop=rty of 
the foi! mutt be in the grantee Mr. Trent, aad cannot without violence 
and injuilice be taken from him, ‘The very at however of the fovereign 
po-er of the Six Nations admits a capacity in the grantee, to take under 
the deed according to their laws or wlage, and there isno law that lever 
heard of, that reftrains the dubjeéts of the crown of England from pur- 
chafing in foreign dominions, The intention of the parties here appears 
to have been to trans{er the fovereignty to the crown of England by the 
fame inftrument whereby the land was conveyed. If chat transfer of the 
fovereignty is effectual, it pafled, and 1s conbrimed by the deed of ceffiom 
to the crown, dated two days after; but fabypect however to all the ante- 
cedent rights of property, the crown being envtied only te the immediate 
property of vacant and unappropriated lands; but in this cafe the lands 
are abandoned by the proprietors and conveyed fo the grantec If the 
crown had an original fovereignty, fill the foil being the pr perty of the 
‘ix Nations, they and their alienec taould be proteéted by that fovereignty 
in their property. If the crown’acquired the fovercipnty by the erent te 
Mr. Trent, or by the deed of ceflion, the tile of tae grantee ss then 
under the proteétion of the laws of Fngland. 

Upon the whole, fam of opinion, that in every way of confidering 
this caie, the grant to Mr. Trent is good, fufhcient and lawful; and is 
under the proteéticr of the laws of England. , 

Serjeant’s Inn April 13, 1775+ : 

AVING long fince carefully ftudied thefe pomts, I concur fully 
H with Counfellor Dagge and Serjeant Glynn in their opinions aa 
above dilivered : ‘ 

Philadelphia, Fuly 12; 1775+ 

(Signed) B. 
ROM principles which appear te me very clear, 


above opin ns. 
Philadelphia, Fuly 29) 3775 (Signed) P. HENRY, 


FRANKLIN. 
T concur in the 
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